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IIT to design how you live tomorrow 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/IIT-to-design-how-you-live-tomorrow/articleshow/46267957.cms 

KHARAGPUR: Quicker, easier, smarter... if that's how you want life in Kolkata to be, IIT-Kharagpur can show the way. 

 

The premier tech institute has bagged a massive project that could transform life and lifestyle in urban areas across the 

country, starting with Kolkata. IIT-Kgp professors are already working on traffic and drinking water solutions for 

Kolkata. 

 

Funded entirel by the HRD ministry, the project aims to use technology to make some of the most congested cities of the 

country more livable and sustainable. The mega project is aptly named 'Future of Cities' and IIT-Kgp has already been 

granted Rs 25 crore for it. As many as 59 faculty members, across disciplines, are putting their heads together to make life 

better for you. 

 

The areas of concern are already marked out. Specific zones in the city have been identified to run pilot projects. In 

transport, for instance, a 20-km radius has been earmarked to test innovative solutions. 

 

The stretch from Central Avenue to SP Mukherjee Road (between Shyambazar and Jadavpur) will be the field lab for 

traffic solutions as it is represents the backbone of Kolkata with its maze of crossings and heavy traffic density, said a 

source. 

 

The IIT-Kgp faculty is working in tandem with the transport department to identify the gaps in the existing state run 

services. 

 

"Kolkata is a unique case where state operators supply buses but there is no uniformity in quality of buses or the 

frequency. What is immediately required is standardization of services and that is what we aim to bring about," said 

Bhargav Maitra, principal coordinator of the project and IIT-Kgp faculty. The transport department is providing data for 

the study. 

 

Urban planners welcome the project but say this was long overdue. "It should have been done long ago, as the urban 

sprawl has already gone out of proportion. A lot of innovation is required for capacity building of fringe areas as the 
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population growth in these regions is higher than that of the city core," said well known city architect and former JU 

professor Monideep Chatterjee. 

 

"Kolkata, thanks to its limited road space, needs a lot of technological innovation to deal with its ever increasing 

automobile population. At the same time, ensuring pedestrian safety is important. If an institution like IIT-Kgp come up 

with technology based solution for both traffic management and road-space utilization, it would be great," said former 

chief traffic and transportation engineer B K Sadhu. 

 

K Sudhakar Reddy, an IIT-Kgp civil engineering faculty, says a holistic approach is required. "It is not enough to just re-

work traffic signals. We must point out the flaws in the way our roads are built if we have to improve speed. We cannot 

increase road space simply by widening. We need to do away with undulations that mark Kolkata's main thoroughfares," 

said Reddy, member of the module that is looking into mastic asphalt roads. 

 

Supply of purified drinking water to the city round-the-clock is a target that has eluded Kolkata Municipal Corporation for 

years. IIT-Kgp's civil engineering department and school of water resources are jointly trying to tackle a range of issues 

— from cutting down water wastage to augmenting capacity of pumping stations. "We will introduce our plan in 

Jamshedpur, because of its lower population, and see how it is working, before implementing it in a city like Kolkata," 

said D J Sen of the school of water resources. 
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M Naik reappointed chairman of IIMA BoG 

http://www.ahmedabadmirror.com/ahmedabad/others/AM-Naik-reappointed-chairman-of-IIMA-

BoG/articleshow/46267687.cms 

AM Naik has been reappointed as the chairman of Board of Governors (BoG) at Indian Institute of 

Management, Ahmedabad and IIMA Society. With his reappointment for three years, starting from March 29, 

the L&T chief has become the second person to get a second term. Keshub Mahindra, former chairman of 

Mahindra Group, is the other person to have served twice as the chairman of the BoG, said officials. 

 

Mahindra served two terms - each of five years - from 1973. Chief Administration Officer at IIMA Manoj Bhatt 

confirmed that the institute has received confirmation from Ministry of Human Resource and Development 

(MHRD) for Naik's re-appointment as chairman. Mirror had reported earlier that a proposal was kept before the 

BoG in December to seek Naik's re-appointment. Later, they had sent the proposal to the MHRD. 

 

Naik succeeded Raymond's chairman emeritus Vijaypath Singhania who completed five-year term in March 

2012. Naik, in fact, is the first Gujarati to head IIMA BoG and IIMA Society as the chairman in the past 12 

years. Preceding Naik's appointment in 2012, it was for the first time that a three-member search panel was 

formed to shortlist three candidates for IIMA chairman's post. Naik was appointed by MHRD from shortlisted 

candidates by the panel headed by Arvind Lalbhai in 2012. 
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92 CSIR trainee scientists shown the door, protest  

Hindustan Times (Chandigarh) 

NEW DELHI: As many as 92 trainee scientists recruited by the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR ) labs 
across the country have been shown the door after two years of training. The aggrieved scientists believe that this was 
in gross violation of rule made by the previous government and they staged a protest at Jantar Mantar on Monday. 

आईआईटी प्रोफेसर पर छात्रा के शोषण का आरोप 
http://naidunia.jagran.com/national-allegation-on-iit-professor-for-exploiting-girl-308902 

रुड़की। भारतीय प्रौद्योगिकी संस्थान (आईआईटी) में पीएचडी कर रही एक शोधाथी ने संस्थान के अससस्टेंट प्रोफेसर पर 

शारीररक शोषण का आरोप लिाया है। शोधाथी ने इसकी सशकायत उत्तराखडं अल्पसंख्यक आयोि से की है। 

एक साल परुाने इस मामले में आयोग ने एसडीएम मोहम्मद नाससर को जाांच के सनदेश सदए हैं। सोमवार को एसडीएम को आयोग का पत्र प्राप्त हुआ। एसडीएम मोहम्मद नाससर ने 

बताया सक मामला एक साल परुाना ह।ै तब पीस़ित छात्रा ने सांस्थान के अससस्टेंट प्रोफेसर पर आरोप लगाते हुए उत्तराखांड अल्पसां्यक आयोग से सशकायत की थी। 

एसडीएम ने बताया सक अल्पसां्यक आयोग में दोनों पक्षों की सनुवाई भी हुई, लेसकन सस्थसत स्पष्ट नहीं हो सकी। इसके बाद आयोग ने मामले की जाांच करने के आदेश सदए 

हैं। एसडीएम के अनसुार मामला गांभीर ह,ै इससलए दोनों पक्षों से जानकारी जटुाई जाएगी।  

Senior IAS officer appointed as Secretary to Kejriwal 

http://www.indiatvnews.com/news/india/senior-ias-officer-appointed-as-secretary-to-kejriwal-47618.html 

New Delhi: Senior IAS officer Rajendra Kumar was today appointed as the Secretary of Delhi Chief Minister 

Arvind Kejriwal. 

A 1989 batch IAS officer, who was also Secretary to Kejriwal during his previous sting as CM, is an IIT, Delhi, 

alumnus like Kejriwal. He was also Secretary in Urban Development Department and handled various 

departments including Power and Transport. 

Another IAS officer Vasantha Kumar N was appointed Additional Secretary to Kejriwal. 

Kumar, who is a 2004 batch IAS officer, was Director of NRHM and held several other posts. 

Apart from Vasantha Kumar N, Narendra Kumar, a 1988 batch IAS officer will hold the additional charge of 

Principal Secretary in Urban Development department and OSD (Swachh Bharat Abhiyan) 

 

 

 

http://naidunia.jagran.com/national-allegation-on-iit-professor-for-exploiting-girl-308902
http://www.indiatvnews.com/news/india/senior-ias-officer-appointed-as-secretary-to-kejriwal-47618.html

